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Ruth Heimann MD PhD

Vermont Cancer Center

Fletcher Allen Health Care

� Was created in 2005 with THE MISSION of reducing 
the burden of cancer on Vermonters

� It is a broad based volunteer coalition of cancer 
survivors, advocates, public health and health care 
professionals. 

� VTAAC is every Vermonters organization and we 
welcome and encourage participation from everybody.
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� Collaborative effort  with VDH to achieve the goals of:

INCREASING ACCESS AND AWARENESS ABOUT THE 
CHALLENGES THE DISEASE POSES IN ITS ENTIRE 
CONTINUUM

PREVENTION ---EARLY DETECTION---ACCESS TO 
CARE---QUALITY OF CARE---SURVIVORSHIP---
PALLIATION

� Cancer is a major health and emotional  burden.

� It  is a complex constellation of numerous diseases, 
complex biologically and emotionally  



4/28/2014

3

U.S. Incidence

� Cancer is a major health issue Vermonters. 
� 3600 new cases per year

� 1200 death per year

� Medical and emotional challenges

� Approximately 36,000 (6%) of Vermont adults are 
living with a current or previous diagnosis of cancer

� Approximately 65% of cancer survivors are expected 
to live at least 5 years after diagnosis.

� A large percentage of people are cured 

� Cancer as a chronic disease 



4/28/2014

4

Vermont Cancer Incidence, Top Five Sites 
2006-2010

Source: Vermont Cancer Registry, 2006-2010

Vermont Cancer Mortality, Top Five Sites 
2006-2010

Source: Vermont Cancer Registry, 2006-2010
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Source: Vermont Cancer Registry, 2006-2010
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� 5 year plans

� We are in our second 5 year plan.

� We have a 
� Steering Committee, 

� Working Committees

� Task forces

� Review our progress 

� Plan for the future 


