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Radon is naturally occurring radioactive gas the causes lung cancer.

Uranium •Found in the Earth’s 
crust

Radon
•Present in outdoor 

and indoor air
•Builds up indoors

Radon Decay 
Particles 

(RDP)
•Damages lung 

tissue

2Vermont Department of Health



Radon is an issue in Vermont.

1 in 7 Vermont homes has unsafe levels of 
radon

An estimated 50 Vermont residents die from 
radon-related lung cancer each year
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Radon and smoking is a risky combination.

• Radon and smoking both cause lung cancer

• Test to know

• Quit smoking!
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Radon and smoking don’t add up, they multiply.

*Source: US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), A Citizens Guide to Radon, 2016.
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Many factors impact radon entry into a home or building.
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Unless you test for it, there is no way of knowing if radon is present 
in a home.

Long-term radon in air tests (RSSI AT-102)

About 3000 distributed each year

Vermont residents can request a free test by:
• Filling out an online form

• Calling 800-439-8550 (toll-free in VT)
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=O5O0IK26PEOcAnDtzHVZxpGm9V-A26dOivJkjv6bzY1UQzZHT0JCOUNXOFdNRUs0QTQyVUVQMTUxWSQlQCN0PWcu


Radon problems can be fixed.

Mitigation type depends on a home’s structure, radon 
level and the  homeowners' goals. 

Two common types:
• Active soil depressurization (ASD)

• Ventilation
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Fan

Suction Point

Seal floor and wall cracks



Cost is a barrier to fixing radon problems in homes.
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Listen to Kathy’s story about the impact of high radon levels in her 
childhood home.
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VTAAC and the Vermont Radon Program

Increase radon awareness and encourage testing and mitigation.

Researchers are using radon data to develop recommendations for lung cancer 
screening based on radon exposure.

Support policy initiatives that reduce radon risk.

Collaborate with 802Quits and other smoking cessation efforts.

Other ideas??
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