
2023 ANNUAL CANCER SUMMIT
A C C E L E R AT I N G  M O M E N T U M



PREVENTION & DETECTION 
WORKGROUP 

• Chair: Lisa Purvis, Director, Community Outreach and 
Engagement, Dartmouth Cancer Center 

• This group meets quarterly for 60 minutes to hear about local 
and national cancer prevention & early detection 
programming, data and research. Partners also collaborate on 
prevention and detection-related projects, such as awareness 
campaigns and educational toolkits. 

• This workgroup recently published a new Cancer Screening 
Guidelines flyer (shown left). The group hopes this short 
infographic will be helpful for both providers and the wider 
community to understand recommended cancer screenings 
for average risk adults based on age. This follows the USPSTF 
recommendations. 

• A downloadable version of the guidelines can be found at: 
https://vtaac.org/cancerscreeningguide/. 

https://vtaac.org/cancerscreeningguide/


QUALITY OF LIFE WORKGROUP

• Co-Chairs: Kristie Grover, Osher Center for 
Integrative Health

• This group meets quarterly for 90 minutes to hear 
about local and national survivorship projects, data 
and research. Partners also collaborate on quality-of-
life related projects, such as resource flyers and 
social media toolkits. 

• VTAAC applied for a $25,000 supplemental funding 
opportunity for Year 2 of the workplan (July 1, 2023– 
June 30,2024) to go towards a survivorship-focused 
project. The Quality of Life Workgroup has decided 
to spend some of the funds on building a 
Survivorship Resource Center on VTAAC’s website. 
Some of the funds will be spent on an evaluation 
team and a web developer. Next steps are to identify 
how this Resource Center will look, what information 
to gather and how the application process will flow.  



HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS (HPV) 
TASKFORCE

• Chair: Leigh Sampson, Associate Director, State Partnerships, 
American Cancer Society 

• Leigh is looking for a Co-Chair! If you’re curious about this role, 
please reach out to Hanna Snyder. 

• Collaborating with other states, this Taskforce recently created 
and released two call-to-action letters – one for health care 
providers and one for dental health care providers. These 
letters encourage providers to recommend HPV vaccinations 
starting at age 9. These letters received endorsements from 
many organizations and health care systems throughout 
Vermont. You can view these letters here: 
https://vtaac.org/hpv-call-to-action-letters/.  

• This taskforce meets the third Wednesday of every other 
month for 60 minutes. Next meeting will be focused on a 
recap of the dissemination plan of the letter, a discussion 
about vaccinations in schools and ideas for future 
collaboration. 

https://vtaac.org/hpv-call-to-action-letters/


“[VTAAC brings] organizations together to 
support reducing the burden of cancer in 

Vermont. Together we can achieve a lot more 
than one sole entity or organization.”

–VTAAC Member



HEALTH EQUITY COMMITTEE

• Chair: Hanna Snyder, VTAAC Coalition Coordinator, Assistant 
Director for Training and Education, UVM Cancer Center

• This group was created at the end of 2022 to begin to address 
some of the Vermont Cancer Plan’s health equity goals and 
objectives. Through partnerships in this committee, two 
LGBTQ+ best practices trainings were hosted by VTAAC, Pride 
Center of Vermont and YouFirst VT in 2023. Over 70 individuals 
attended each session.

• A priority setting survey was sent to committee members to 
identify interests, capacity and next steps. Members are 
interested in supporting the update of VTAAC’s Guiding 
Principles document with a health equity/plain language focus. 
The group will be sent a draft of this document in December 
for review and feedback. 

• The Health Equity Committee meets on an ad hoc basis for 60 
minutes. 



LUNG CANCER SCREENING 
TASKFORCE
• Chair: Dana Bourne, Tobacco Cessation Specialist, Tobacco Control 

Program, Vermont Department of Health 

• This group is currently working with the American Cancer Society on a 
media and education campaign around Lung Cancer Awareness Month 
(November) using a $15,500 grant awarded to ACS VT to work with 
VTAAC. National Lung Cancer Screening Day is Saturday, November 11 
and with support from VTAAC and ACS, sites across the state will be 
hosting Saturday screening clinics. Dartmouth Cancer Center, UVM 
Medical Center, Northwestern Medical Center and all VT VA locations are 
among those participating. 

• Lung Cancer Screening Resources can be found here: 
https://vtaac.org/lung-cancer-screening/. 

• Partners from this taskforce are also collaborating with the Department 
of Corrections to support their efforts to bring lung cancer screening to 
incarcerated Vermonters. 

• This group meets the first Thursday of every month for 60 minutes.

https://vtaac.org/lung-cancer-screening/


2025 
Vermont 
Cancer Plan 
Year 1 of 5 
Status 
Report

View the Status Report at 
https://vtaac.org/vermont-cancer-
plan/. The statewide progress made 
toward achieving the measurable 
objectives laid out in the 2025 
Vermont Cancer Plan is summarized 
in this report. 

See your impact in action!

https://vtaac.org/vermont-cancer-plan/
https://vtaac.org/vermont-cancer-plan/


Skin Cancer Taskforce

• Chair: Lisa Purvis, Director, Community Outreach and 
Engagement, Dartmouth Cancer Center and Sharon Mallory, 
Comprehensive Cancer Control Program Director, Vermont 
Department of Health 

• Thanks to the collaborative efforts of Dartmouth Cancer 
Center, IMPACT Melanoma & VTAAC, as part of the Skin Cancer 
Taskforce, 12 sites across VT were selected to receive free 
sunscreen dispensers and a start-up supply of sunscreen for 
their summer programming. The purpose of these free 
sunscreen stations was two-fold: to provide easy access to SPF 
30 sunscreen, as well as remind Vermont residents and visitors 
that sun protection is critical to their optimal health.

• To see the list of selected sites, more information on the 
program and sun safety social media toolkits, 
visit: www.vtaac.org/free-sunscreen-dispenser-initiative.

http://www.vtaac.org/free-sunscreen-dispenser-initiative


COLORECTAL CANCER 
TASKFORCE

• Chair: Rebecca Hewson-Steller, Nurse Navigator, 
Southwestern Vermont Medical Center

• In March, this group created a media campaign for Colorectal 
Cancer Awareness Month with shared messaging and a 
resource page housed on VTAAC’s website. These resources 
can be found here: https://vtaac.org/resources-2/crc/. 

• Recently, the taskforce worked with FIGHT Colorectal Cancer to 
co-brand three educational toolkits around cost-sharing for 
follow-up colonoscopies. There is a summary guide designed 
for payors, patients and providers. To review these resources, 
visit: https://vtaac.org/colonoscopy-toolkits/. 

• This group meets on an ad hoc basis for 60 minutes. Next 
meeting will be focused on dissemination of these guides, as 
well as collaborating with other partners who would like to 
have these co-branded with their own logo. 

https://vtaac.org/resources-2/crc/
https://vtaac.org/colonoscopy-toolkits/


STEERING COMMITTEE
• VTAAC Co-Chairs: Justin Pentenrieder, Program Manager, YouFirst VT, 

Vermont Department of Health and Rebecca Hewson-Steller, Nurse 
Navigator, SVMC

• The Steering Committee recently voted in Rebecca Hewson-Steller as 
VTAAC’s new Co-Chair! Rebecca is the Nurse Navigator at SVMC Cancer 
Center. She has a passion for collaboration and is already integral to 
much of the work in this coalition. We’re thrilled to have her a part of 
VTAAC in this new way. 

• Sarah Lemnah recently stepped down from her role as VTAAC Co-Chair 
because she accepted a position as the Vermont Executive Director for 
the American Red Cross. We will miss Sarah’s guidance and leadership 
as Co-Chair but look forward to future collaborations in her new role. 

• At the last Steering Committee meeting, the group reviewed VTAAC’s 
outdated Guiding Principles and are working to re-imagine and update 
these by-laws. Once reviewed by the Health Equity Committee, the 
Steering Committee will vote to finalize the document. They will then 
be shared with VTAAC members. 



VTAAC Evaluation Products

Year 1 Annual 
Evaluation Report 

(2022-2023)

Year 2 Evaluation 
Plan (2023-2024)

2023 VTAAC 
Member Survey 

Brief

Professional Data Analysts (PDA) are the external evaluators who help VTAAC evaluate 
programming and create our Evaluation Plans, Evaluation Reports, and Membership Briefs. 



Coalition Coordinator
VTAAC

Hanna Snyder
Comprehensive Cancer Control 

Program Director
Vermont Department of Health 

Sharon Mallory, MPH

Data Analyst 
Vermont Department of Health

Lauren Ressue, PhD 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!



THANK 

YOU
FOR 
YOUR 
SUPPORT!


